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Monday 12th September 2011
Dear Parents/Carers,

Welcome back. I hope that you and your families had a happy and restful holiday.

Welcome

Welcome to new children and families who have joined our school community. All of our new children are settling well and making good friends.
Years 5 and 6 retreat to the Diocesan Youth Village
The children in Years 5 and 6 are going on retreat to the Youth Village at Allensford this afternoon until Wednesday afternoon. The theme is ‘New Beginning with Faith and Hope’ and a very busy and fun-filled time has been planned.

School Mass

Children in Years 1 to 6 will be going to Mass in St Alban’s Church on Thursday 15th September at 10.00 am. You are most welcome to join us for this special celebration at the start of our new school year. Refreshments will be provided in the school hall afterwards. 
New Classrooms
I am very happy to say that the work on the demountable classrooms is almost finished. The Year 6 will move into their new classrooms on Thursday.
Dinner money

May I remind parents that dinner money must be paid in advance each Monday morning in a named envelope. Children must stay for a full week. Mrs Reynolds will telephone parents to request payment if it is not brought to school on the required day. School lunches are £1.90 per day. Cheques for school lunch should be made payable to “Gateshead Council”. Thank you for your co-operation. 
Cycling Proficiency

The cycling proficiency for Year 5 children starts on Friday 16th September.
Year 5 Swimming
Year 5 swimming will start on Monday 19th September. Please note that there is a requirement by Gateshead LA for children to wear appropriate clothing ie full body swimming costumes for girls and swimming trunks for boys. If you need any advice on appropriate clothing for swimming, please contact Mrs Dellow before Monday.
Curriculum Evening

Our curriculum evening this year is on Tuesday 20th September at 5.00 pm in the school hall. Parents will have the opportunity to talk with class teachers to find out what children will be studying this year and how they can be supported with their work. Please note that the meeting is for adults only. If you are unable to attend, please let Mrs Reynolds know.

Earrings

Please note that due to safety reasons, earrings must not be worn to school.

Macmillan World’s Biggest Coffee Morning 

We are once again taking part in the Macmillan World’s Biggest Coffee Morning on Friday 30th September from 9.10 am until 10.10 am in the school hall to raise money for Macmillan Cancer. Everyone is welcome.
Voluntary help in school

Voluntary help in school is invaluable to us and it allows us to offer our children a wide range of opportunities. As part of our updated safeguarding procedures we require our volunteers to attend a session in school covering the protocol of being a volunteer. This will take place on Friday 16th September at 9.00 am and 2.30 pm for current helpers. If you are not able to attend either of these sessions, please contact Mrs Bridon. Thank you for your continued support.

New Volunteers 

If you would like to become a volunteer to help in school with activities such as reading with children or accompanying classes on school trips, please could you call into the school office for a volunteer pack. 
Morning Reading

Morning reading will start in Years 1 and 2 on Monday 19th September.  Please note that only parents or volunteers who have attended our annual training are invited to take part. This is part of our updated safeguarding policy in school. 
Yours sincerely,

Mrs D M Fox

Head Teacher
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